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LETTER I 
10 un 


COMMON COUNCIL 


or THE 


CITY or LONDON. 


GENTLEMEN; 


gard for your honour and reputation, to point 
but to you ſome circumftances, which you muſt be 
convinced are reprebenſible. In doing of this, I have 
reaſon to believe, I ſhall excite the reſentment of 
ſome individuals ; but it is my conſolation, that I | 
have no views, but for your honour, and the wel- 
fare of the City of London; and that the wiſe and 
even ſhould it not be crowned with ſucceſs. 
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Ir has been faid by many of the Livery, that 
you are governed by a junto, and that a few art- 
ful, deſigning men in your Committees, deceive 
the reſt of the Court, and that many things are 
connived at, which are ſuppoſed to be dene by the 
whole Court, when nine tenths of you are totally 
ignorant of the matter. Your reputation, therefore, 
is at take, as well as your conſcience. The oath 
which you take, obliges yau to exert yourſelves, 
and not to ſuffer any thing to be done by your 
Committees, contrary to the true intereſt of the 
City. 


You know, Gentlemen, how much a reform 
in your expenditure, was urged by ſome indivi- 
duals among you, till at length you was induced 
to inftitute a Committee for that purpoſe. This 
dere, ſome of them no ways favourable to the en- 
quiry. . However, there was virtue enough found 
among them, to go through the painful taſk of 
inveſtigating the city accounts, and the city re-, 
venue; but when the report was to be made, 
ſome of the city officers made every effort to pre- 
vent it; and when this report was brought into 
Court, you, know what violent oppoſition was 
made to its being printed: and at laſt, when it 
came to be debated, what parts of the reform 
therein contained, ſhould be adopted, you khow 
6. ates 
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and what artifices were employed, to prevent any 
good effect from it. Many of you ſuffered your- 
ſelves to be overcome, and voted againſt things, 
which, in your ſerious moments, you muſt know 
to be right, and which every facred obligation 


oblige you to comply with. But, Gentlemen, 


however you may have been deluded; you are 
now called upon to exert yourſelves, to reſcue your 
own honour, and the revenue of the city, from 
being diſpoſed of by your Committees; and I hope 
you will immediate ly make an order, That the 
Chamberlain ſhall not pay any ſum, or ſums, of 
money, without the order of the Court of Com- 
mon Council.“ This would ſtop the great leak in 
the revenue of the city ; becauſe I will venture to 
affirm, that out of 50,c00l. per annum, the Court 
at large diſpoſe of a very ſmall part of it, when 
they ought to diſpoſe of the whole. Confider ſe- 
riouſly the vaſt importance of the two city coun- 
ters, at this melancholy period of our police, the 
ruinous bad ſtate in which they are, the money 
wanted to rebuild them in a proper and effetual 
manner, and how ſhort your caſh runs for fo glo- 
rious a purpoſe. 


As there aremany worthy men among you, and 
many who are not acquainted with the affairs of 
the city, | will point out to you ſome things, 
which I hope your own convictions will force du 
to acknowledge. Let me aſk you, Gentlemen, 
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is it right to ſuffer your Committees to draw on 
the Chamberlain, for what money they pleaſe, to 
pay their bills of entertainment, gratuities and fa- 
laries to placemen, for places inveſted by them- 
ſelves, without your knowledge or approbation, 
to the amount of thouſands ? Ought you not to 
reſume your authority, and ſtop theſe proceedings? 
If you do not prevent abuſes, are you not liable 
OT and the Citizens at 


; To inftance the Comptroller of the City ; there 
is an expreſs order of the Court, That he ſhall 
be paid the ſum of gool. per annum, for himſelf 
and Clerks, in lieu of all bills and gratuities, ex- 
cept ſuch ſums as he ſhall neceffarily lay out by 
order of the Committee of City/Lands;” when it is 


well known, that the faid Comptroller has been 


paid by the Committee of City Lands, in only fix 
| years, 1430l. 14. more than the gool. as direc- 
ted, and a great deal more, as is proved by a re- 
port of 2 former Committee z but ſuch is the 
ſtrength and power of corruption, that this very 
Comptroller is ſtill paid the 300“. per annum, and 
is ſuffered to make bills beſide. Is it not a ſhame 
to ſulfer ſuch abuſe, that a common leaſe made in 
his office, muſt coſt the party near 151.? And 
why do you ſuffer the Chamber of London, ta 
pay two Comptrollers inſtead of one ? a Deputy 
being invented to ſwell the expence, whereby the 

ci 
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city is put to the charge of 2501 per annum more, 
beſides two places of 1 10l. contrived to increaſe 


his ſalary ? 


I ' norz, Gentlemen, you will exert yourſelves, 
and wipe away this reproach. Be aſſured that L 
make this effort, for no other reaſon, than to ob- 
tain the removal of theſe evils. I ſhall reſume the 
ſubje& very ſoon. In the mean time I have only 
to add, that I hope you will reſume your authority 
of diſpoſing of places in the gift of the Court, and 
not to ſuffer this to be done by Committees, nor 
permit them to invent places, and then give them 
away. And will it not be more for your honour, 
to make this reform yourſelves, than have it done 
from another quarter. 


Jam, with the moſt fincere regard, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
FIDELI1O. 


LETTER 
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LETTER I. 


GENTLEMEN 3 

Concluded my laſt Letter, by laying before you 
the corruption of the Office of the Comptrol- 
ler of the City, and how much the Chamber has 
paid, by order of the Committee of Lands, more 
than I apprehend ought to be paid, and what they 
have no real authoricy from the Court of Common 
Council to pay, viz. 1430l. 14s. in fix years; 
and the Afifant Comptroller, (though the ancient 
conſtitution of the City knows of no ſuch office.) 
The Committee obtained leave of the Court to pay 
him a falary of 1 fol. a year, and they give him 
210]. a year more, beſides his perquiſites. Thus 
the City of London pays, in the buſineſs of Comp- 
troller, 5921. per annum, more than was agreed, 
by order of the Court, July 1749, in the virtuous 
times of d 7obn Barnard, he being one of the 
Committee who ſettled that buſineſs. I mention this 
fo particularly, becauſe it was agitated in the Court 
of Common Council, and a motion made upon it ; 
but ſurpriſing as it is, the motion was loft, thro” 
the ſtrength and power of corruption. I am per- 
ſuaded that many of you are ignorant of theſe 
things, and fo far are innocent, yet you ought to 
know them, and give every aſſiſtance to reſcue the 
honour of the Court out of the hands of thoſe who 
have formed parties to carry through theſe bare- 
faced enormities. I alſo mentioned the evil prac- 
tice 
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bs. 
tice of putting perſons, who take leaſes of the City, 
to the enormous leaſe charge of near 151. in that 
office, for' cach. Ir is in your power to remedy 
theſe evils. 


Wrart aan you firmer ho Creed 
Conſervancy, (ſo called,) which in fix years 
amounted, on an average, to 541l. per annum? 
and of the bills made out by, and paid the Water 
Bailiff, together with the Barge-Maſters? But as 
I find you are going to regulate that buſineſs, I 
hope it will be reformed, and the City put to lefs 
expence for jaunts of pleafure 


Tun amount of the ſums paid for law to the 
City Solicitor, are not leſs enormous. Every fober 
man would imagine, that the City of London was 
the moſt contentious city upon earth, when we 
ſee that 12,4481. was fpent in law in fix years. 
Indeed, every reaſonable man muſt be ſurpriſed. 
This is directed, and paid for, almoſt folely by the 
Committee of City Lands, who diſpoſe of near the 
whole of the City Revenue. This you ought not 
70 ſuffer ; but when ſums of money are to be paid, 
the order ought to come from the Court of Com- 
mon Council at large. O! when will you exert 
mate rated cabas 


Adam, with regard to your Surveyor to your 
Eftates, &c. Would it not be for the true intereſt 
of 


625 


of the City, to give that gentleman 4 handſome 
falary, rather than let him make you ſuch enor- 
mous bills ; and fuch bills as extend themſelves 
charge was ſuch as, I ſuppoſe, muſt furpriſe every 
one who reads it; I mean 221. 118. 6d. for the 
ſtate coach! After being paid all theſe bills, which 
amount to very large fums, what pretence can the 
Committee of City Lands have, to give that gentle- 
as amounted to, on the average of fix years, 7oL 
xos. a year to him, and 381. 11s. to his Clerk, or 
aſſiſtant ? 


I wits. now mention what I conceive to be an 
drawn, chiefly by the artful perſuaſions of Mr. 
Alderman W——, and the powerful ſway of the 
City Lands; I mean the deſtroying that ancient 
place of worſhip, the Guildhall Chapel, after it 
had been conſecrated to the ſervice of God, for 
about fix hundred years. Many of you do not 
know the ſecret ſprings of that buſineſs. It was 
convenient to Mr. Alderman W——, and the 
Lord Mayor uſed all his influence, to get the pub- 
lic buſineſs removed there from the Manfion-houlſe, 
becauſe it was not agreeable to him to tranſact ĩt 
there. But for one moment conſider, whether this 
is conſiſtent with equity and juſtice ? May not the 
City be ſuſpected of turning the houſe of God inca 

a den 


S 2. 

a den of th——? By the account given us by 
Stow, many of the remains of our pious anceſtors, 
are there depoſited : it was endowed by them; 
the City now enjoy ſeveral eſtates, to maintain 
and ſupport it as a place of religious worſhip. In 
Henry the Vith's time, it had Chaplains, Clerks, 
and Choriſters, and a revenue to ſupport them: 
but, alas! though ic was uſed as a Chapel, fo. 
lately as in the Mayoralty of Alderman Croſby, 
it is now converted into a Rotation Office for the 
is reaſon to fear, the laſt will be converted into a 
houſe of entertainment only. 


Is this right? Is it juſt? Ovught you not rather 
to find our the deſcendants of the pious donors of 
the eſtates, and, if you will not ſuffer the fer- 
vice and worſhip of Almighty God to be there 
performed, to reſtore to them the eſtates fo ap- 
propriated. But why the City of London ſhould 
continue to pay a ſalary for 2 Chaplain and for a 
Clerk to this very place, is more difficult to under- 
ſtand. O, Corruption ! how rampant art thou 


grown |! | 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
FIDE LI O. 


LETTER 
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LETTER II. 
GENTLEMEN ; 
Finiſhed my laſt Letter, with mentioning the 
converting that ancient building Guil/dbalt Cha- 
pel, into a Rotation Office. Many of you have teſti- 
fied your diſapprobation and I truſt, will endea- 
vour to reftore it to the uſe for which it was conſe- 
crated ſo many hundred years ago, and wipe away 
the diſhonour done to God and religion. There 
may come a time, and I hope it is not far diſtant, 
that you will awake from your ſupineneſs, and not 
ſuffer yourſelves to be led by a few defigning men, 
to do ſuch things as are a diſgrace to this City, and 
would be a diſgrace to any Corporation in the 
world. 


Grvz me leave to expoſtulate on your permit- 
ting ſo many thouſand pounds of the City caſh to 
remain nnoccupied ; in more virtuous times, the 
money was laid out in Government ſecurities 
for the benefit of the City, whereby a conſi- 
derable revenue has been received, which was 
highly reaſonable; and it ought to be done now ; 
your oath obliges you to require it: inſtead of 
which, (O ſhame to mention it!) you even pay 
intereſt for your own money ; for when the Navi- 
cation Committee borrowed of the Chamber 


400ol. to complete ſome works upon the River, 
| they 
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they obliged themſelves to pay 200l. a year for the 
fame to the Chamberlain; and when this was made 
known to the Court at large, by the Committee 
appointed to enquire into the expenditure, and 

objected to by them as unreaſunable; yet fo - 
ſtrong and powerful was corruption and influence, 

that it was carried againſt the motion. 


Is it not the ſame corruption that prevails, 
which makes you permit the payment of fuch e- 
normous furs under items which have no exiſt- 
ence? Fiat juſtitia, ruat calum. Is not r20l. 
per Annum, charged for te ping hs-dimp td | 
counts? 1 not col. per annum, charged for 
managing Smiihſie d Tolls? Enquire into this, 
and you will find, I believe, that there is no pre- 
tence for theſe charges. W —— you 
to make the enquiry. 


Ir is not my intention to deſcend into the minu- 
tiz of things, but only to point out to you ſuch 
articles, as muſt ſtrike every conſcientious man. 
With regard to the bufineſs done in the Chamber- 
lain's Office by the Clerks, which have been there 

many years, it is done with great regularity and 
exactneſs, and the accounts are kept very correct; 
they are no ways to blame, ſince they only do as 
they are directed. 


C23 WovurLtD 
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Wos it not be Come 
for the honour 
mon 0 
3 2 — 
City caſh, by what 2 * 
A they call ties ? A 
= Ny, w the City Officers ; whoſe incomes == 
2 inſtance, the Town C 
5 down minutes. you not better give hi 
rai fa, bis Cor ch bee, 
r 38. 
— aq — 44 — 
— one of his friend: err 
5 for him to have a hundred pounds, 
ſometimes more, as in the Committee of 8 
9 box, and ſo in many others 
en 1 
—— of City to be ſo 


Ir is well known, 
that maſters 

men licenſed, Court 3 

get "= , at the 8 
3 which ſervice, 3 
Lee y to the Town Clerk. Ought 
nt equi what becomes of ta wore? 2 
- dep Aa benefirted by it, ſhocks you net re- 
—_— citizens of part of that burthen ? 
They d enough in other articles. ; 


Acai, 
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Adam, what need is there to give the Hall- 
keeper ſo much money in gratuities? It is well 
known his bills are very large. Why do you ſuf- 
fer the Committees to give him ſo much over and 
above what his bills amount to? Perhaps you do 
not know how much he makes of his place; but 
you ought to know, and not ſuffer the city caſh to 
be ſo wantonly diſpaſed of. In the account of City 
expences for the year 1778, I ſee the Court of Al- 
dermen ordered the Chamberlain to pay the Hall- 
keeper 1426l. 178. 4d. Do you know what this 
ſum was for? You ſhould know; it is your duty 
to inform yourſelves. Our anceſtors made an or- 
der of Court, that the Aldermen ſhould pay no 
large ſum of money, without conſulting the Court 
of Common Council.” Is not this a large fum ? 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
FIDELI1IQ. 
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LETTER NV. 


_ GrenTLEMEN 3 


ENDED my laft Letter, by mentioning the 

enormous ſums paid the Hall-keeper, viz. in 
the year 1778, 1426. 17s 44. by the Court of 
Aldermen. According to an ancient order of the 
Court, this money ſhould not have been paid with- 
out conſulting you; but I dare fay you did not 
even know what it was for. 


I szx in the fame year, 6591. 1 28. 2d. paid by 
the Committee of City Lands, without your know- 
ledge or authority. What was this for? Why, 
part of it was for the Auditors dinner, and part 
for their entertainments, coach hirr, &c. &c. in 
the courſe of the year. I will tell jou what the 
order of the Court fays in Sir John Barnard's time, 
upon that bufineſs; That the Commit ee of 
City Lands ſhalt have one hundred pounds divid- 
ed among them, and no more, for their attendance 
on the City buſineſs; but this they have beſides 
the 650. 128. 2d. fo that deducting 1921. 145. 10d. 
paid for the audit dinner, {a ſum which exceeds 
credibility,) it leaves 4571. 178. 4d. ſpent for I 
know not what. Will you {uffer this, when it is 
in your power to provide a remedy. 


Fax rTRER, 
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Fax rug, this Committee continually break 
through the orders of the Court of Common 
Council. You know tha: all buſineſs done for the 
City, amounting to more than 20l. ſhould be ad- 
vertiſed ; but ſuch is your ſupineneſs, you ſuffer 
this good order continually to be violated! The 
many hundred pcunds ſpent in fitting up Guildhall 
for the feaſt, for ſome years paſt, has it ever been 
adveriiied ? You know it has not. Again, is it 
right for this Committee to invent placts, appoint 
falaries, and then give thoſe places away, without 
your knowledge and conſent ? Is it rigat for them 
to give away ſuch amazing ſums in gratumies, 
near 2000l. at the latt breaking up dinner (ſo 
called? To one Clerk, whoſe ſalary is 130l. per 
annum, I ſce 100l. gratuity. Is this right? is 
this what you ought to ſuffer? Are you not bound 
by your oaths to act otherwiſe? Are you not 
mere cyphers, while you permit ſuch proceedings? 
I would fain open your eyes, that this diſgrace 
may be done away. I have no view in writing, 
but to help you to extricate yourſelves out of the 
hands of artful and deſigning men, thoſe miniſters 
of corruption which have long impoſed upon you. 
Count me not an enemy, b:caule | tell you the 
truth, but be oven to conviction, and examine if 
the things I meation, are not inconteſtible facts: 
The moſt part of them are taken from the account 
printed by the Chamberlain, by order of the Court. 
and which you know, by the prevalence of corrup- 
tion, have been ſuppreſied evere ſince the year 1777, 

I ave 
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1 navz been thus particular about the Commit- 
tes of City Lands, becauſe if you put a flop (as 
T hope you will) to their diſpoſing of the City 
without your authority, it will fave the City of 
London an amazing ſum of money, and ſome of 
the Committee will hereafter thank you, becauſe 
they have told me how much they diſlike ſuch pro- 
ceedings. 


Bur is there nothing wrong in the conduct of 
other Committees, for which you are accountable 
to the public? I fay accountable, becauſe you 
create thoſe Committees, and can diffolve them 
when you pleaſe. I will now ſpeak of the Black- 
they go on ? Why do not you order them to lay 
their accounts before you? In ſuch a city as this, 
is it not a diſgrace to take ſuch an enormous toll 
from the inhabitants ? A poor man and his family, 
who lives in that quarter of the town, cannot walk 
out for the freſh air, but it muſt coſt him as much 
would buy a loaf of bread; with ſhame and 
ief this ſhould be mentioned, becauſe while poor 
people pay this, the money is ſquandered by 
hundreds by the Committee. What reaſon can 
be aſſigned for ſpending 8411. 12s. 3d. for the 
temporary toll houſes, which will be done with in 
fo ſhort a time? What need to have ſo much bad 
copper, when the collectors are paid ſuch large 
falaries? 
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ſalaries? They ought to be anſwerable, as othet 
turnpikes make them. They know good from 
bad; and if they take bad money, * 
it in change. f 


does it lie to rectify this, as well as every other 
evil amongſt your Committees? Are you not ac- 
countable to your conſtituents for theſe things ? 
I ſee among the charges articles, ſome of which I 
am really aſhamed to read. People muſt wonder 
what need there can be for a Surveyor, ſo many 
years after the bridge is finiſhed. Viz. 


Surveyor's ſalary, (Mr. Milne,) - 103 
Mr. Slade's ditto - <= — 86 ( 
Lighting mee ee - 180 
Watering and gravel - - - 130 0 
Loſs by bad filver and gold — 45 10 
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I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
FIDELI O. 


D LETTER 


my 
* 


(18 ) 


LETTER V. 

GenTLEMEN ; 

time ago I pointed out to you, ſeveral of 
the extravagant and unneceffary charges of the 
Black-Friars Bridge Committee, and as the pub- 
lic are fo very impatient to have that Bridge made 
free, and the more eſpecially as the toll is very 
heavy, both upon rich and poor, they muſt think 
it the more inexcuſable in you to fuffer a Com- 
mittee (by you appointed) to ſpend an idle ſhik 
ling to retard that deſirable event. Let me, there- 
fore, beg you would for your own honour, en- 


which you lay under from your fellow citizens, 
upon this as well as on other accounts. 


You know, Gentlemen, the excellent regula- 
tions made by our fore-fathers, one eſpecially which 
I have mentioned, with regard to work done for 
the City. That no Committee ſhall give orders 
for any work to be dont exceeding 201. but it 
ſhall be advertized.” Yet this, you know, is 
continually broken through by the City Lands 
Committee ; nor are others free from this violati- 
on, and as they are never called to account by 
you, what marvel is it, that they continue to do 
it? The Chamberlains pays for ſuch buſineſs 
done by their order, the ſame as if it was done in 
the way preſcribed by the orders of Court. But 

; if 


( 29 ) 
if you were · to make a freſh order, That no 
Committees who give directions for buſineſs to be 
done without advertizing, ſhould be allowed it in 
account,” then you would effectually cure the evil 
which I complain of, and it would fave the City 


of London a great deal of money wantonly 
thrown away. 


I zczuss when I conſider the amazing ſum of 
money expended upon Newgate, and how great 
a part of the work has not been advertized! 
What cauſe could be affigned for making new 
foundations to a building almoſt new? Wa 
reaſon could be affigned for paying for the carry- 
ing away fuch a quantity of ſtuff, as would ſeem 
incredible to relate ; and the purchaſing afterwards 
almoſt as much, and carting ir to fill up with? 
Don't you think if the City Surveyor was to be paid 
a ſalary of gcol. a year, to inſpect all buildings, 
and ſee juſtice done to the City upon oath, it 
would be better than to give the preſent Surveyor 
five per cent. upon the 30,0001. and more, which 
Newgate has coſt, beſides five per cent. upon evt · 
ry thing elſe bought for the City's uſe ? 


I noyr when the new Compter or priſon is a- 
greed to be built, you will not perſiſt (becauſe the 
Surveyor has many friends in the Committee) to 
give away ſo much of the City's money which 
might be ſaved. I believe it is well known that 
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who are paid five per cent. upon the 
r are not very ſolicitous to ſave 
any expence ; the larger the ſum the better for 
them : your duty and your oath require of you as 
Guardians and Conſervaters of the City eſtates, that 
you would do by them as if they were your own, 
and if fo, let me aſk you, would you pay a Sur- 
veyor in ſo extravagant a manner? 

] x1GHT go on to mention the Manfion-houſe 
Committee, and aſk them, how they could ſuffer 
Mr. D , the City Surveyor, to bring them 
in a bill, I think it was of fifteen years fianding 
of ten guineas 2 year, for ſurveying of beds, 
chairs, tables, and other furniture; when ano- 
ther perſon brings in an annual bill for much the 
ſame buſineſs? But alas! though former Com- 
half of it. If wrong, why pay any ? and if right, 
why not pay the whole ? but many of you knew 
nothing of theſe things ; now you cannot plead 
ignorance ; begin to exert yourſelves, reſume your 
antient vigour and virtue, prevent the Commit- 
tees drawing on the Chamber without an order of 
the Court ; take the places into your hands, and 
give them away yourſelves ; ſuffer no new places 
to be made and giyen away without your autho- 
rity, and, as there may be an order of Court for 
|, don't permit even the Court of Alderman to 
deadiſpoſe of any large ſums of money without con- 


fulting you.” 


dee Bye Laws, page 96. 


Ip 
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Ir you examine the Bye- lavs of the city, you 
will ſee what ought to be done; and in doing theſe 
things, you will act both wiſely and virtuouſly ; 
you will be efteemed by the good, and become a 
terror to evil doers ; and the ſenate of the City of 
London, when they exert themſelves as they ought, 
in ſuppreſſing of vice and immorality, and pro- 
praiſe-worthy, will become an example to the reſt 
of the kingdom, and every leſſer corporation will 
follow them. 


Fon cr me, if any thing has been too bluntly 
the good of my fcllow citizens ; weigh well what 
has been advanced, examine into the truth of theſe 
—_ and then act accordingly. 

I] am, Gentlemen, | 
Your molt humble ſervant, 


FIDELIO. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VL 


GENTLEMEN 3 
HAVE pointed out to you, in five Letters, 
a few of the evils neceſſary to be reformed in the 
expenditure of the City caſh. I again remind you, 
that you are the guardians thereof, and have lately 
aſſerted that right, when you thought the Livery 
were about to encroach upon it. If you mean 
never to be deprived of that valuable privilege, 
make a good uſe of it. Do not ſuffer the revenue 
of the City to be improperly diſpoſed of, even by 
the Court of Aldermen themſelves. (See Bye 
Laws already quoted, page 96.) I was aſtoniſhed 
to ſee a charge made by that Court, within about 
| a year, of no lefs than fxty-four freedoms given away 


at one fitting : the City was by this means deprived 
of ſo many twenty-five pound, and other large 
ſums of money were voted by them. I am fully 
aſſured, many worthy men of that Court, do not 
approve of ir, and would be glad to fee you reſtrain 
this evil. You muſt be ſenſible of the neceſſity of 
preventing your Committees from drawing on the 
Chamber, and giving away the public caſh of 
the City, without any authority from you. By the 
Chamberlain's printed account, for the year 1778. 
the Committee of City Lands gave away in gratui- 
ties, &c. 2,366l. The revenue of the City is 
large, and much good might be done, if it were 
2 ſo that inſtead of having 
2 balance: 
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2 balance of a few hundreds, out of an income of 
5o,o00l. (though, I believe, now the Conduit 
Mead Leaſes are renewed, it will amount to more) 
ſome thouſands every year might be faved : ſuch 
a ſaving would enable the Corporation to build one 
or two new priſons, in the room of the Compters, 
now in a moſt ruinous ſtate. If we mean to do our 
duty to our fellow citizens,* this ſhould be done on 
a large and liberal ſcale, ſuch as will do honour to 
this opulent city. You have it in your power to 
do many noble and liberal acts; occaſions daily of- 
fer themſelves to your view; and the calls would 
be brought before the Court, were it not for the 
conſciouſneſs, that there is hardly any money in the 
Chamber. The want of frugality and economy, 
muſt ever obſtruct liberality and generoſity. 


Tmux, Gentlemen, while you are ſpending ſo 
many hundred pounds upon a ſingle dinner, upon 
your poor impriſoned fellow citizens in Newgate, 
Ludgate, the two Compters, and the Borough 
priſon; I mean the debtors, who are pining away 
upon the wretched pittance of one pennyworth of 
bread a day, with water only to drink. I am jea- 
lous for your honour, I feel it moſt nearly intereſt. 
ed, and long to fee the Common Council of the 
City of London, excel all other Corporations in 
acts of humanity and true patriouſm ; as they ex- 


PSec Howard's State of the Ppilons. 
cel 
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cel all others in greatneſs and ſplendor, they ſhould 
be diſtinguiſhed for freedom and purity of man- 
y 


Tux true principle of power, is to reſtrain evil; 
the true uſe of riches, is to do good to our fellow 
creatures ; as a corporate body, you are inveſted 
with both. A feeling and generous mind, muſt 
be touched with ſympathetic grief, to ſee every 
ſeffions, ſuch numbers of men and women con- 
demned to death, to the ſhame and difgrace of a 
well governed city. Can you do nothing towards 
preventing this? You can; much is in your 
power. You can ſtop the licence of every infa- 
mous houſe in this City, with every common Gin 
ſhop- Theſe are the neſts where the evils gene- 
rate, which bring fo many of our fellow creatures 
to ruin, both of body and foul. 


By laying out a moderate ſum properly, you 
could ſeparate petty offenders, from the more a- 
bandoned and hardened wretches. You could, by 
giving a competent ſalary to pious Clergymen, 
enable them to give up their time, to inſtru the 
ignorant, and reclaim the vicious; and you 
might employ the idle. Why cannot this be done 
with us, as well as in Holland? It is owing to 
this ceconomy in their Bettering houſes (ſo called, 
that they do not put to death the tenth part of 
the criminals, that fall victims to the law ;* every 

ee Mr. Howard's and Mr. Hanway's Remarks. 1 
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life thus ſaved and reclaimed, is worth more than 
200l. to the ſtate. 
Wnar good might be done, and what evil pre - 
vented, by a wile and virtuous body of men; who 
have go, oool. per Annum to diſpoſe of? This 
nation is viſibly on the decline; let us have com- 
paſſion on our finking country ; noching but a real 
reform can fave us. Do, in your ſphere, all in 
your power to accompliſh it ; ſuppreſs vice, pro- 
mote virtue; Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; 
promote unity ; party and faction are our deftruc- 
tion. No change of Miniſters can fave us, while 
paſt ages; on the empires, kingdoms; and ftates, 
which have ſunk into oblivion ; while wiſdom and 
virtue were attended to by them, they flouriſhed; 
but when they were trampled on, they ſet to riſe no 
more. I pray God it may not be our caſe. 
I] am, with the moſt ſincere regard, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
FIDELIO. 


E LETTER 


( 26 ) 
LETTER VI 


GENTLEMEN ; 
Dr ey 

appointed a Committee to enquire into and re- 
port the ſtate of the two Comprers, and to examine 
alſo into the ſtate of all the other priſons, in the 
juriſdiction of the Corporation, in order to the 


eftabliſhment of ſuch regulations as are neceffary 


to be made. You will therefore indulge me in 
making a few obſervations upon our priſons in 
general. I am the more inclined to do this, from 
reading the excellent Mr. Howard's © State of the 
Priſons in England and Wales, &c.” This Gen- 
tleman has given proof of ſuch virtue and pa- 
 triotiſm, as muſt be an honour to our country, and 
would be a general bleſſing, if we followed his ad- 
vice. Mr. Howard, with true policy and hu- 
manity, condemns the practice of goalers taking 
fees, a cuſtom exploded by almoſt every civilized 
nation in Europe, it being found, that giving 
them a handſome falary, adequate to their trou- 
22 — -. — 
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& & &- 
For every felon's entrance on the ma- 
ter's fide - C 


For every perſon admitted into the 


Court of Couſci:nce debtors, who have perhaps 
been ſent to this abode of miſery for a few ſhillings. 
Is this credible in a well regulated ſtate? As to 
the felons, it is ſtill mor: abſurd, becauſe it is 
well known, that 18s. 10d. is an eſtate to ſuch mi- 
ſerable beings; tis enough that they ſuffer the 
penalty of the laws. That vile practice of garniſh, 
ſo called, ought to be aboliſhed; for a poor debtor 
53. 6d. and for a felon 28. 6d. making criminals 
Judges; for if this ſum cannot be raifed by them, 
they are expoſed to the lawleſs fury of thoſe, who 
will tear off the coat from their ſhivering bodies, 


| but it ſhall be paid; and will the goaler attempt 


to hinder this, when the money is to be ſpent in 
the liquor which he ſells? This calls on you to 
reform the execrable cuſtom and inhumanity, of 
letting the goalers keep taps in priſons. Such pri- 
ſonets as Rade Money to are carefſed by 


the keeper, and are kept in a conſtant ſtate of 


I have heard fince writing theſe Letters, the Sheriffs have or- 
cered the paying Garniſh to be laid aſide. 
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not and intoxication, if they chooſe it.“ The 


nor have any profit out of what the priſoners buy 


of others, but ſee that they have juſtice done them; 


and it may be a queſtion what they ſhould be al- 


lowed to buy. How can we expect perſons to be 
reformed by impriſonment, while this is the caſe ? 


Tut priſon allowance, both to debtors and fe- 
Jons, is indeed too ſmall. . One pennyworth of 
bread to the firſt, viz. nine ounces on the average, 


and three halfpenny worth to the latter, which 


has recently been detected to fall ſhort of weight. 
I obſerved this allowance was brought into the pri- 
ſon in the afternoon, hot from the oven; this is 
wrong as to the time, nor is it ſo wholeſome. 


I donꝰ r recollect, in all the forcign prifons which 
Mr. Howard viſited, that the allowance was ta 
{mall, but in general, as much again. Let us then 
do away this reproach, by allowing them double 


the quantity. It is no crime to be unfortunate, 


and many a debtor is a very honeſt man. Is the 
goal of Newgate kept as clean as it ought to be, 
and white waſhed twice a year, according to the 
Act of Parliament ? I believe not. Is the Act of 
Parliament for the preſervation of the health of the 
priſoners, hung up in the priſon ? No Are there 
baths in the priſon, according to chat Act? No. 


See Mr. Howare's Remarks, and alſo Hanway, on Priſons. | 


goaler ſhould not ſell any commodity whatever, 


6290 
Is the table of donations printed and hung up in 
the priſon? No. ls any proper perſon appointed 
to receive and pay theſe donations, and keep the 
account? I fear not. 123 
loſt for want of this precaution ? 


Wurn I conſider the falary of the Keeper of 
Newgate, viz. 200l. his large income from the fees, 
his rents that he makes of rooms, perquiſites from 
fetters, &c. but above all, the amazing income of 
the tap, fram the vaſt quantity of wine and porter 
confumed by four or five hundred perſons in that 
great priſon, (no ſmall beer, I think, being fold 
by him,) *I have reafon to believe his income is 
equal to that of a Judge. This is a Gilgrace to 8 
well-governed community. 


Tur Chaplain of Newgate has more than 2ool. _— 
a year : does he, according to his agreement, con- 
fine himſelf to his duty? Does he give up his 
whole time to the inſtructing of the ignorant, and 
ſtriving to reclaim the wicked? Is the reading 
prayers, and preaching only of the +Sunday, ſuffi. 
cient to anſwer the deſired end of a Minifter ? 
And does the Keeper himſelf, and the priſoners, 
conſtantly attend divine ſervice ? I fear not. 


In May, I think, there was 552 Priſoners in Newgate. 


+ The Sheriffs have lately ordered prayers to be read on the 
week days, to their hogour I mentioa it, with ſeveral other regu- 
Tas 
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Taz Surgeon and Apothecary of Newgate, has 
100l. a year. Is not his place almoſt a finecure ? 
How can a man, who lives at Walworth, be a 
proper perſon ? Ought not the Apothecary to 
ſuch a great number of perſons, live near the ſpot, 
to be ready to adminiſter help on all occafions ? 
No priſoner (as Mr. Howard obſerves) ſhould 
ever be made a turnkey, nor ſhould they be ap- 
pointed by the head goaler, it is both impolitic 
and inhumane. In Scotland, and ſeveral other 
countries, all priſoners are tried out of irons, and 
if cleared, diſcharged, and let out of court, with- 
out fees- It ſhould be ſo with us. Thoſe heavy 
fetrers put on the priſoner, are a diſgrace to our 
country. If a man has money to pay the goaler, 
he has no fetters, or very light ones; but if he is 
poor, (though leſs criminal,) he is loaded with 
them. In moſt foreign priſons they uſe none, 
unleſs the priſoner is very unruly. The whipcord 
nooſe put about the thumbs of priſoners, when 
condemned, ſhould be aboliſhed ; it is a ſpecies 
of barbariſm, (hardly ſuch being known in Barba- 
ry.) In the King's Bench, all debtors are dif- 
charged, after they become ſuperſedeable : would 
it not be better, and more politic, to do fo in 
Newgate, and other city priſons? Afcer they are 
releaſed by their creditors, it is imprudent, ex- 
penſive, and inhumane, to detain them? 


A GENTLEMAN 
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A cmuTLEMAN lately told me, that he paid 168. 
8d. fees, for a poor man, who laid many months 
in one of the City Priſons. Is not this a dif- 
grace to us? Our country is famous for humane 
inſtiratioas. Is it not infamous for inhuman cuſ- 
roms? The obſervations made on the. priſoners 
in Newgate, will apply to the other priſons, with 
this difference, that the maſters of the Compters 
have no falary from you, but are left to carve for 
themſelves, by exorbitant fees and oppreſſions. Is 
this ſupportable to your feelings? The Chaplain's 
conduct ſhould be enquired into, if they do their 
duty. You know it was diſcovered to you lately, 
that one of the Compter*Chaplains had neither 
preached nor prayed there above twelve times in 
five years, for the 3ol. a year which he received. 
Is it not infamous chat offices of ſuch importance 
ſhould be finecures? A competent falary ſhould 
be given, and a ſtrict attention paid to the duty, 
and. then a man, whoſe misfortunes or ill conduct, 
ſent him to a priſon, might have cauſe to bleſs God 
for the benefit which he received there; but as 
things are managed, how can it be but that we 
ſhould go on from bad to worſe ? | 


AccoRpinG to Mr. Howard's authentic ac- 
counts, there are, on the average, 4,400 priſo- 
ners confined in this country. In a commercial 
ſtate, how unwiſe, impolitic, and wbumane, is 
this conduct. Multitudes of women and children 


See the Report from the Committee appointed toenguire into 
the expenditure of the City. 
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are in our workhouſes, at a great expence, whoſe 
huſbands and fathers would maintain them, if they 
were at liberty. The Parliament of Ireland have 
done wiſcly, in paſſing an act, to make creditors 
maintain thoſe they keep in priſon : this will thin 
their goals; and the fame would thin ours, if fuch 
an act was to take place with us; becauſe many 
are kept in priſon here, whom their creditors 
would not pay any money to detain; and why 
ſhould the public be at expences, to gratify their 
reſentment ? 


Taz Corporation of London would do honour 
to themſelves, and the cauſe of humanity, if they 
would peritioa Parliament on this he-d, as well as 
in ſome other caſes, which themſelves cannot re- 
_ dreſs without their help. In Holland and Sweden, 
upon a man's delivering all he has up for the bene- 
fit of his creditors, his perſon is at liberty, and he 
can go work for himſelf and family; and fo it 
ought to be in all well regulated ftates. Our penal 
laws are alſo too ſanguinary, and want to be revi- 
ſed. Our laws to recover debts are too expenſive, 
prolix, and cruel. The Court of Conſcience, 
which immediately affefts the poor, how par- 
tial and unjuſt! For the paltry ſum of five ſhili- 
ings or leſs, a perſon taken in execution, muſt 
lay in Newgate three calendar months; in the 
county goals forty days ; but in the two City 
Compters, he or ſhe muſt hay for ever, unleſa 

*See an Act paſſed this Seſſions... 
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the debt is paid, with the coſts, and 16s. 8d. the 
fees. I am fully perſuaded, there are, in the Bri- 
tiſh Houſe of Commons, many who will eſpouſe 
| the cauſe of humanity, if application was made 
to them by the Corporation of London. 


How glad ſhould I be, if that great man Lord 
Mansfield, would think of preparing a bill, to 
mendment of the bankrupt laws. For this, fu- 
ture generations would bleſs his memory. This 
would be well received from him, and foon paſs 
buth Houſes, and it would be an excellent legacy 
to his country. Mr. Howard remarks, that in ſe- 
veral foreign priſons where he travelled, the ma- 
giſtrates laid down rules for the conduct of goalers 
and turnkeys, who are paid by them? and they 
regularly viſit the priſons each in their turn, and 
ſee that the regulations are complied with. Would 
it not be for our honour, if ſome ſuch plan was 
adopted ? I have the pleaſure to hear, that the 
two worthy Sheriffs have began a reform in New- 
gate; but that will naturally dic away, when their 
office expires, unleſs the Priſon Committee lay 
down ſome permanent plan, and it is adopted by 
the Magiſtrates themſelves, and ſtrictly adhered 
to. I ſubmit, gentlemen, theſe obſervations to 
your calm conſideration ; I do not mean to offend 
one individual among you. If I have been miſta- 
ken, I will thank any Gentleman to correct me. I 

F have 
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have no motive but your honour, the cauſe of hu- 
manity, and the love of my fellow citizens. 1 
hope ſome abler pen will proſecute with greater 
abilities, what I have feebly atiempted. 
] am, Gentlemen, 

Your moſt humble Servant, 

FIDELIO. | 


P. S. One word more about the Court of Con- 
ſcience. When it was firit eſtabliſhed, in the year 
1518, forty ſhillings was more in the value than 
ten pounds now is. A bill might be obtained, to 
extend the juriſdiftion of that Court, as far as 
that ſum. This, under proper regulations, would 
"be of onlpeatable benefic wo this country, and re- 
move many evils. 


Side this Letter was wrote, I find the Black- 
friars Bridge Committee, have made a long report 
to the Court of Common Council, recommending 
the going to Parliament for power to keep on the 
toll, till 14000l. more is raiſed, to make prov ĩſion 
for a fund to light and gravel ir, &c. but, gentle- 
men, I beg you will conſider, the toll, I believe, 
will juſt clear the debt on that bridge by Lady day 
next, and as you know there is a large ſurplus on 
the London Bridge revenue, why cannot you con- 
folidate the Bridges, and let the fame expence 
manage both of them. I hope you will not think 
of keeping that oppreſſive tax on the public, a day 
longer than is abſolutely neceſſary. 

Ae than 3,700]. every year on the-average- 


— — 
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TO THE 
LIVERY OF LONDON. 
GENTLEMEN, 
OUR reſuming your ancient right of choo- 
fing Auditors to examine the City accounts, 
was highly proper. The Common Council them- 
ſelves, muſt ſee the impropriety of having (as of 
late years) two of their own body, to audit their 
own accounts ; and thoſe Auditors not to make 
any report, but only to have the priviledge of 
rreating 2 large part of the Corporation with an 
expenſive dinner, by which the chamber is put to 
a conſiderable charge, without the leaſt benefit. 
The conſtitution of the City has inveſted you with 
many and great priviledges, which, if properly 
uſed, will enable you to do real good to your 
fellow citizens, and to your country at large. 
You elect the Members of Parliament, the Lord 
Mayor, the Sheriffs, the Chamberlain, and many 
inferior officers. I he Common Council have the 
ancient preſcriptive right of being the guardians 
and conſervators of the City eftates, as being the 
legal repreſentatives of all the freemen of the Ciry 
of London, and yourſelves among them; but our 
anceſtors, as if they foreſaw the need of it, by 
your electing the Chamberlain, (who is no leſs 


than the Treaſurer of the City,) and chooſing of 
Auditors to inſpect and paſs his accounts, intended, 

It is hoped that the Report of the Auditors will be printed, 
and a copy ſent to every Member of the Court, that they may fee 
the real ſtate of the City Accounts, The money ſpent for the 
dinner will ampiy pay this, and give a preſent to the Auditors for 
- their extraordinary trouble. | 
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no doubt, a check upon the expenditures of the 
Common Council. The Livery of London are a 
great and reſpectable body, who repreſent in their 
perſons, all the chartered companies of this great 
and opulent City. When, by looking back into 
hiſtory, I ſee what great things were done by the 
Common Council, joined by the Livery Compa- 
nies of London, I am aſtoniſhed ; though their 
revenues were far ſhort of what they are at pre- 
ſent. Many ſhips of war were built and equipt for 
the uſe of government; many regiments of ſol- 
diers raiſed, cloathed, and trained, for the fame 
ſervice; with many loans of money advanced to 
aſſiſt their country againſt the enemy. Thoſe 
valuable eſtates which the Corporation, and ſeve- 
ral of the Companies, now enjoy in Ireland, came 
to them, I believe, by grants from the Crown on 
thoſe accounts. The Courts of Aſſiſtants of the 
ſeveral Companies in London, as well as the Cor- 


poration, are capable of doing great and liberal 


things, in their collective bodies, and ſome of 
them (I ſpeak it to their praiſc) have not been 
wanting. As the late deſtructive war is et an end, 
and no exertions are wanting on that account, give 
me leave, Gentlemen, to recommend to your be- 
nevolence, only a few of the noble inſtitutions 
that are an honour to this City. I will mention 
firſt the Marine Society, becauſe ſeamen are our 
»The names of John Thornton, and of Jonas Hanway, will be 


honoured on this account, by all true lovers of their country- 
And let the name of William Hlekes, Eſq becycr remembered. 


beſt 


— 
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beſt ſecurity agaĩnſt the common enemy, and muſt 
protect our trade and commerce, the ſource of all 
our wealth. How many thouſands of brave boys 
have been fitted out by thaſe Gentlemen, who, 
otherwiſe would have become victims to the laws, 
or have been the peſts of ſociety; and though our 
men of war, fince the peace, have diſcharged 
great numbers of them, yet this worthy fociery 
continue to cloath and apprentice them out, ſome 
in the merchants ſervice, and others to trades ; all 
which noble deſign, requires a large income to 
ſupport. The * Foundling Hoſprtal is worthy of your 
regard, that truly benevolent inſtitution has faved 
the lives of multitudes, who will, I truſt, hereaf- 
ter become the ſtrength and ſupport of their coun- 
try; and with reſpect to many of them, when 
ardour, to promote ſuch charities as once faved 
them. The Humane Society, that band of wor- 
thies, who, by giving generous donations, have 
opened houſes for the reception of drowned per» 
ſons, and encouraged ingenious men of the facul- 
ty, to perſevere in uſing the means, whereby fo 
many hundreds of our fellow creatures have been 
home to bleſs the fight of parents, huſbands, 


1 The memory of C: ptain Thomas Corum, ſhould glowin every 


+ A tribute of praiſe is due to Dr. Hawes, who has taken incre- 
dible pains to promote this charity, - 


wives 


( 38 ) 
wives, and children. *Tbe Society for the relief and 
diſcharge of perſons confined for ſmall debts. Thoſe 
excellent men, who, from viſiting the abodes of 
miſery and forrow, have beheld fuch numbers of 
their fellow creatures, languiſhing under the cru- 
cy of inexorable creditors, have, by their gene- 
rous fubſcriptions, compounded their debts, and 
delivered ſeveral thouſands out of their caprivity, 
and fent them home to their grateful and joyful 
families ; by which the public at large have been 
benefited, fince by their means, many of their 
wives and children has been comfortably ſupported 
by their induftry, who were fetched out of pariſh 
poor houſes, and were a burthen to the communi- 
ry. +Tbe Aſlan for the relief of deſerted female or- 
phans, is a defign that merits your countenance 
and fupport. The ſubſcribers to that charity 
have, with true philanthropy, raiſed an abode 
and ſubſiſtence, for thoſe dear little defenceleſs 
objects of compaſſion, (the little girls,) who are 
taken care of, and principles of virtue and religi- 
on inſtilled into them; here they are taught to be 
uſeful members of ſociety, and will, I doubt not, 
many of them hereafter become bleſſings to the 
public. The lat I will mention at preſent, is the 


Lord Romney, Preſitent of this Society, ſhews by example, 
phat an Engliſh Nobleman thould be. 


+ The name of Fielding may remind us what a Middleſex Juſ- 
tice mould be, ar d what coo! he ray; do his country. 
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® Magdalen Charity, and I doubt not but many oi 
the Livery of London do, and will aſſiſt in thar 
truly Chriftian, as well as Humane Inflitution. 
Thoſe who know, who feel, who muvrn over the 
frailties of human nature, in themſelves and others, 
will compaſſionately reach out the hand of mercy, 
to a poor fellow creature, who has deviated from 
the paths of virtue, but can find no place for 
repentence, tho' ſhe has ſought it carefully with 
tears.” There is a Betheſda indeed for ſuch as 
with and long to return to the paths of rightouſ- 
neſs. Gentlemen, I have only mentioned fix of 
our moſt excellent inſtitutions, ſuch as do honour 
to this city, and honour to our country, and I will 
beg leave to recommend them to your protection 
and ſupport; and ſhould you even-deprive your- 
ſelves of one public dinner in a year, that you 
might have the more to © give to them that need,” 
I pledge myſelf that you will, by this picce of ſelf 
- denial, taſte the luxury of doing good to the bo- 
dies and fouls of men, which far ſurpaſſes all other 
entertainments. But to return. You have an un- 
doubted right by your chooſing the Chamberlain 
and the Auditors to his account, to fe that the 
res nue of the City is properly expended ; and 
though it is admitted that the Common Council 
at large, are the rorſervatcrs and guardians of the 
City caſh, yet if they are fo ſupine as to let their 


* The memory of Robert Dingley, Efq. muſt be ever dear to 
to the friends of humanity. 
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Committees draw on the Chamber what money * 


they pleaſe, without the knowledge of the Court 
at large, you will do well by your own authority, 
to forbid the Chamberlain paying any fum or fums 
_ of monty to them, without the orders of the 
Court. I mention this as your undoubted right; 
and ſhould there not be found virtue enough in 
the majority to make ſuch an order themſelves, 
the wiſe and virtuous of that Court, I am per- 
-faaded, will thank you for your interference. Par- 
don the liberty I have taken in this Letter, and be 
afſured, that I have no motive but the good of my 
country, and the welfare of the City of London 


in particular. 
. Lam, Gentlemen, : 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


FIDELIO. 
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